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Foreword
ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.
International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.
The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.
ISO 24801-2 was prepared by the European Committee for Standardization (as EN 14153-2:2003) and was
adopted, under a special “fast-track procedure”, by Technical Committee ISO/TC 228, Tourism and related
services, in parallel with its approval by the ISO member bodies.
ISO 24801 consists of the following parts, under the general title Recreational diving services — Safety
related minimum requirements for the training of recreational scuba divers:
⎯

Part 1: Level 1 — Supervised diver

⎯

Part 2: Level 2 — Autonomous diver

⎯

Part 3: Level 3 — Dive leader
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Introduction
The International Standards relating to recreational diving services have been prepared by ISO/TC 228/WG 1
“Diving services”, with the aim of establishing a series of specifications for safety practices and the provision
of services.
Therefore these International Standards specify:
⎯

necessary levels of experience and competency of scuba divers and scuba instructors,

⎯

safety practices and requirements for recreational scuba diving service providers appropriate to the
different diving levels.

The requirements specified are minimal; they do not preclude the provision of additional training or the
assessment by a service provider of additional competencies. These International Standards represent a tool
for comparison of existing (or future) qualifications of scuba divers. In no way do they represent a course
programme nor do they imply that course programs and scuba diver certifications issued by different nations
or training organizations must necessarily correspond to these levels.
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