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AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD 

 
Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI that the requirement for due process, 
consensus, and other criteria for approval have been met by the standards developer. 

Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, substantial agreement has 
been reached by directly and materially affected interests.  Substantial agreement means much more than a simple 
majority, but not necessarily unanimity.  Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered, and that a 
concerted effort be made toward their resolution. 

The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their existence does not in any respect preclude 
anyone, whether he has approved the standards or not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, 
processes, or procedures not conforming to the standards. 

The American National Standards Institute does not develop standards and will in no circumstances give an 
interpretation of any American National Standard.  Moreover, no person shall have the right or authority to issue an 
interpretation of an American National Standard in the name of the American National Standards Institute.  Requests 
for interpretations should be sent in writing to the secretariat whose name appears on the title page of this standard. 

CAUTION NOTICE:  This American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn at any time.  The procedures of 
the American National Standards Institute require that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this standard 
periodically.  Purchasers of American National Standards may receive current information on all standards by calling or 
writing the American National Standards Institute. 
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Foreword 

This standard was developed to help reduce the risk of injury to operating personnel and laymen who may come into 
contact with a stand-alone platen press.   

The B65 Committee was accredited by the American National Standards Institute in 1983 to serve as the coordinator of 
graphic arts standards activities.  B65 develops safety standards for the printing and publishing industry. 

The B65 Committee recommends the voluntary adoption and use of this standard by the printing industry and its 
suppliers. It is hoped that individual companies will not only use it in the purchase of new equipment, but will also apply 
the requirements of this standard during any major change or alteration to existing equipment. 

It is recommended that this standard, or applicable parts of it, be referenced in purchase orders for press equipment, 
when appropriate, thus making its provisions a part of the purchase contract. 

It is also recommended that this standard be a part of the total safety program in the workplace.  Application of this 
standard will promote safety and increase productivity, and management at all levels is urged to recommend its 
acceptance. 

Requests for interpretation must be sent in writing to the B65 Secretariat. This request will be forwarded to the 
appropriate committee, which will review the request in accordance with the B65 Committee Procedures for 
Interpretations and will provide a written response. A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance 
with the procedures noted above will not be considered the official position of the B65 Committee, and should not be 
relied upon as a Formal Interpretation. 

Suggestions for improving this standard are welcomed. They should be sent to the B65 Secretariat, NPES The 
Association for Suppliers of Printing, Publishing and Converting Technologies, 1899 Preston White Drive, Reston, 
Virginia 22091-4367. 

This standard was prepared and approved by B65 Subcommittee 4, which had the following membership: 

Chairman: Michel Cartier 
Secretary: Mary Abbott 

Member Representative  Member Representative 
American Greetings Jim Fear  International Association of Cynthia Crouse 
Bobst Group USA Michel Cartier     Diecutting & Diemaking  
Brandtjen & Kluge Henry A. Brandtjen  Lovell Safety Management James Cary 
 H.A. Brandtjen III  PIA/GATF Frederick Hartwig 
Dri-Tec Dennis Nabak  Shorewood Packaging Jeff Haskin 
Hallmark Cards Mike Galliart  Standard Paper Box Machine Bruce Adams 
 Tom Stewart  Thomson National Press Arthur St. André 
 Jim Weaver  U.S. Machinery Associates/ Dennis Gignac 
      Zerand Division  
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This standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the members of the B65 Committee. Committee 
approval of the standard does not necessarily imply that all committee members voted for its approval. At the time this 
standard was approved the leadership of the B65 Committee was as follows: 

Chairman: Robert Kinson 
Vice Chairman: Robert Reger 
Secretary: Mary Abbott 

Organization Representative  Organization Representative 
American Greetings Jim Fear  Media General Robert Rogers 
 Randy Triplett (Alt.)   David Templeman (Alt.) 
APM, Division of Stolle Machinery LeRoy Moore  MEGTEC Systems Lee Haven 
 Karl Fleischer (Alt.)  Moore Wallace Response Marketing  Dan Schmitz 
Baldwin Technology Gerald Nathe  Muller Martini Fred jones 
Baumfolder Corporation Robert Kinson  Newspaper Association of America Harshad Matalia 
Bobst Michel Cartier   Tom Croteau (Alt.) 
Brandtjen & Kluge H.A. Brandtjen III  Ottaway Newspapers Edward Thomas 
 Henry Brandtjen (Alt.)  PIA/GATF Frederick Hartwig 
Colter & Peterson Don Shields   James Kyger (Alt.) 
 Joe Proudfoot (Alt.)  Pitney Bowes Ken Schutte 
Dow Jones & Company Paul Jakubski  Quad/Graphics Dave Spitzner 
Goss International Americas Jack Jones   Ray Kolata (Alt.) 
 Kaz Darzinskis (Alt.)  QuadTech Ron Borowski 
 Gerald Drew (Alt.)   Jeff Karch (Alt.) 
Graphic Management Association Darrell Pav  R & E Council of NAPL Ron Mihills 
Hallmark Cards Tom Stewart  R. R. Donnelley Dennis Aler 
 Jim Weaver (Alt.)   Michael Manzella (Alt.) 
Heidelberg U.S.A. Jerry White  Rockwell Automation John Davis 
ILF Technologies Marc Piscitello  The Dispatch Printing Company Jon Browning 
Indianapolis Star Bill Bolger   Steve Hoffman (Alt.) 
Individual Expert George Karosas  The Mobile Press Register Mel Balch 
KBA North America Jan Lindstrom  The New York Times Terel Cooperhouse 
 Wayne Hall  The San Diego Union-Tribune Ralph Imhof 
Komori America Michael Sandt  The Washington Post Roddy MacPherson 
Los Angeles Times Mark Anderson  Thomson National Press  Arthur St. André 
 Mark Kurtich (Alt.)  Tribune Company William Gallagher 
MAN Roland Robert Reger   Doreen Shiers 
MBM Corporation Rudolph Baldwin  Western Printing Machinery Phil Voorhees 
McCain Bindery Systems Chester Zurek   Lindsay Cooper (Alt.) 
 Dennis Keihm (Alt.)    
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Introduction 

The purpose of this standard is to reduce the risk of injury to operating personnel working on stand-alone platen 
presses. To accomplish this objective, it was decided that in addition to specifications for controls, the standard should 
address the most significant hazards encountered during use of stand-alone platen presses.  

The process of establishing guarding standards is complicated by the wide variety and size of equipment currently 
operating. To make the effort manageable, it was decided to address the most significant hazards, namely, those 
hazards created by point of operation of manually fed platen presses and specific concerns due to the use of a 
flywheel, in an effort to establish design and operation guidelines and practices for the broadest categories of presses. 

Nevertheless, hazards may remain and even strict compliance with the guarding requirements of this standard does 
not guarantee that all injuries will be prevented. 

To accomplish its objective and to address residual hazards, the committee felt it was necessary to prescribe basic 
safe operating practices and training requirements. 
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Safety standard — Stand-alone platen presses 

1 Scope 

This standard is intended to reduce the risk of injury due to mechanical hazards for the operator and layman who may 
come into contact with the stand-alone platen press. 

This standard provides operational and mechanical safety specifications for the design and use of webfed and sheetfed 
stand-alone platen press systems intended for diecutting, embossing, foil stamping and/or printing of paper, board and 
other materials processed in a similar manner.   

This standard applies to presses with a flat bed and platen (formerly known as job platen presses) driven by electro-
mechanical means, often in conjunction with one or more flywheels. 

This standard does not include mechanical power presses as covered under ANSI B11.1 and referenced in 
OSHA 1910.217, or presses powered by pneumatic or hydraulic means.  It does not cover presses designed to handle 
metal material other than foil. 

2 Effective date 

The provisions of this standard shall become effective one year from the date of approval by the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI). 

3 Field of application 

3.1 New equipment 

The requirements of this standard shall apply to all newly manufactured platen presses installed in the United States. 

3.2 Existing equipment 

All existing platen presses installed prior to the approval date of this standard shall be brought into compliance with the 
provisions of this standard by the employer or owner of the press within 36 months of the effective date of this standard 
(see Clause 2). 

As of the effective date of this standard, the equipment owner shall have a plan for modifying existing equipment to 
meet the requirements of this standard within the timeframe stated above. 

3.3 New installation or relocation of older equipment 

The requirements of this standard shall apply to all new installations or relocation of older equipment and compliance 
shall be the responsibility of the owner. 

This shall apply immediately upon relocation or new installation of the older equipment, regardless of where it may fall 
within the timeframe stated in 3.2. 

NOTE "Relocation" includes moving the equipment to another location within the same facility, or moving the equipment to 
another facility. 
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